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(54) Review data retrieval system 



(57) The present invention aims at providing a re- 
view data(9) retrieval system capable of easily extract- 
ing a desired book. The system includes a review data- 
base containing a number or records(9) in a storage de- 
vice(3-1 ,3-2) of a server(2-1 ,2-2) connected to a net- 
work^). The record at least includes data(9) relating to 
the title of a book whose review has been issued, the 
field of a book, the name of an author, the name of a 



publisher, the data(9) relating to the name of a media 
carrying the review of a book, and the field of a book. A 
client(4,5,6) starts retrieving from the field of a medium 
carrying the review, the name of a medium, the field of 
a book carrying the review, or the title of a book, and 
finally displays the title of a book and the review so that 
the client (4,5,6) can have the opportunity of easily ex- 
tracting a desired book. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a review data 
retrieval system, and more specifically to a review data 
retrieval system for providing an opportunity of easily ex- 
tracting desired books by providing optional statistical 
data in various statistical data about reviews and intro- 
ductory remarks of books, or by listing reviews, intro- 
ductory remarks, or the contents of books retrieved from 
statistical data through a network. 

Description of the Prior Art 

[0002] Recently, networks, especially Internet, are 
widely used. Internet has rapidly been popularized as a 
world-wide network for globally transmitting information 
through WWW and Web browsers. With the remarkable 
progress of Internet, there are various sites established 
for providing common information. There are also sites 
for exclusively retrieving a desired site from an enor- 
mous number of sites. In the sites for providing common 
information, some sites have pages on which informa- 
tion about books in various fields is introduced. Those 
providing the information about books show the titles of 
new books, authors, and publishers for every field, or 
show the titles of books, their reviews, and introductory 
remarks. 

[0003] On the sites showing the titles of new books, 
authors, and publishers for every field no information 
other than the titles of new books, authors, and publish- 
ers can be found. In addition, on the sites showing the 
titles of books, their reviews, and introductory remarks, 
the largest possible number of books are listed on a 
page with very short and brief remarks and introduction 
added to the titles, and no information other than the 
titles of books, and their reviews and introductory re- 
marks can be found at present. 
[0004] For example, when a book in a special field 
such as a scientific book is searched for, or when the 
information about a book whose title can be obtained in 
advance is searched for, the purpose is clear from the 
beginning. Therefore, a smaller area can be searched 
using the names of a field and a book. Then, by checking 
the contents and extracting a desired book, the initial 
purpose can be almost attained. Since there is no sig- 
nificant difference between the case in which a user ac- 
tually goes to a book store and the case in which the 
user retrieves a server from clients, there is no problem 
in the method for providing information about books 
from a server. 

[0005] However, a number of users who want to read 
some interesting books without specifying the title of a 
book normally try to retrieve the titles of common books 
and reviews by searching the field of books, the names 
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of authors, the titles of series, the names of publishers, 
etc. In this case, the titles of books, brief reviews, and 
introductory remarks require a complicated and labori- 
ous selecting operation and a longertime. Thus, a target 
s book cannot be easily selected. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0006] The present invention has been developed to 
solve the above mentioned problems, and aims at pro- 
viding a review data retrieval system capable of easily 
extracting desired books. 

[0007] To attain this, the review data retrieval system 
according to the present invention includes a server 
having a database of reviews and a client who retrieves 
and obtains data of desired reviews from the server con- 
nected to a network. The server contains data in the da- 
tabase including at least the title of a book to be given 
a review or an introductory remark on a medium and the 
name of a medium storing the review or the introductory 
remark, and is designed to output the number of oper- 
ations of listing at least the title of the book and the re- 
view or the introductory remark of the book on the me- 
dium to the client through the network at a request from 
the client. 

[0008] Then, the server further includes in the data- 
base the data of the reading characters of the title of the 
book, the name of the author or editor, the name of the 
publisher, the name of a reviewer or selector to be output 
to the client through the network. The server also in- 
cludes in the database the data of the year and the 
month of the publication, the publisher, the issuer, the 
type, an ISBN code, the list price, and the price of the 
body of the first edition, the second impression, the print- 
ings, the revised version, etc., of the. book.to.be output 
to the client through the network. The server further in- 
cludes in the database the data of the field of the book, 
the field, the issue date, the publication date, the mag- 
azine code, the listing year, month, and page of the re- 
view or the introductory remark of the medium on which 
the review or the introductory remark of the book is listed 
to be output to the client through the network. Further- 
more, the server includes the summary of the contents 
of the book to be output to the client through the network. 
The server further includes a graphic database contain- 
ing the graphic data of the cover of the book to be output 
to the client through the network. 
[0009] The server includes the database such that it 
can be retrieved from the client using a keyword indicat- 
ing the name of the medium containing the review orthe 
introductory remark, the field of the medium, the field of 
the book, orthe contents of the book. Furthermore, the 
server outputs the results of counting the number of 
processes of specifying the retrieval by the client in the 
database for each medium on which a review or an in- 
troductory remark is listed, for each field of a medium, 
for each title of a book, for each field of a medium, for 
each title of a book, for each field of a book, for each 
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used in the operation flow; 
FIG. 8 shows an example of displaying data used 
in the operation flow; 

FIG. 9 shows an example of displaying data used 
s in the operation flow; 

FIG. 10 shows an example of displaying data used 
in the operation flow; 

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing the operation per- 
formed when a book field retrieval button on the 
10 page 'Reputation of a book' is pressed by a client; 
FIG. 1 2 shows an example of displaying the field of 
a book used in the flow of the book field retrieving 
operation; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the operation per- 
is formed when a newspaper and magazine title re- 
trieval button on the page 'Reputation of a book* is 
pressed by a client; 

FIGS. 14A and 14B show examples of displaying 
data used in the flow of newspaper and magazine 
20 title retrieving operations; 

FIGS. 15A and 15B show examples of displaying 
data used in the flow of newspaper and magazine 
title retrieving operations; 

FIGS. 16A and 16B show examples of displaying 
25 used in the flow of newspaper and magazine title 
retrieving operations; and 
FIGS. 17A and 17B show examples of displaying 
data on the screen by clicking a 'Reputation level of 
a book* selection operation button. 

30 

Description of the Preferred Embodiment 



author, for each publisher, or for each keyword to the 
client through the network. Furthermore, the server out- 
puts the data of the number of times of listing on a me- 
dium the review or the introductory remark for each 
book, for each field of the book, for each publisher, or 
for each author in the descending order within a prede- 
termined term of listing the review or the introductory 
remark for each book, for each field of the book, for each 
publisher, orfor each author. The server further outputs 
a plurality of reviews listed on the medium of the book 
together with the title of the book such that they can be 
displayed as a list to the client through the network. Fur- 
thermore, the server classifies the books based on the 
reviews and displays them as a list and outputs the data 
to the client through the network. 
[0010] In addition, the database is configured such 
that, for example, it can be deleted if a predetermined 
period has passed. Furthermore, the medium can be, 
for example, a magazine, a newspaper, a television, a 
home page of Internet, an information board, a BS, etc. 
In addition, the client can be, for example, a personal 
computer, a LAN terminal, or a mobile communications 
appliance. 

[0011] Thus, since arbitrary statistic data in various 
statistic data of reviews is provided from the server to 
the client in the network, the client has an opportunity 
to easily extract a desired book, thereby successfully re- 
moving the necessity of the conventional operation of 
retrieving a review or an introductory remark through a 
network requiring a high communications rate so that a 
desired book is retrieved based on the contents of the 
review and remark. Thus, an economical and conven- 
ient system can be realized. 

Brief Description of the Drawlngs ; ^ , „,„••■• ,.,35 : 

[0012] 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the review data retrieval 
system according to an embodiment of the present 40 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a table showing the data configuration of 
one record of a review database stored in the stor- 
age device of a server in the review data retrieval 
system; 45 
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of the procedure of the opera- 
tion of generating data of a record in a review data- 
base; 

FIG. 4 shows a flow of the outline of a change made 
from the top page when a client accesses a server so 
by activating a browser; 

FIG. 5 shows an example of displaying the page of 
'Reputation of a book 1 which is one of the child pag- 
es branching from the top page; 
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of the operation when a button 55 
for keyword retrieval of the page 'Reputation of a 
book' is pressed by a client; 
FIGS. 7A and 7B show examples of displaying data 



[001 3] The embodiments of the present invention are 
described below by referring to the attached drawings. 
i[0014]> .FIG: 1 is a . block-diagram .oUhe review. data.-. • . 
retrieval system. As shown in FIG. 1 , a server system 
comprising servers 2-1 and 2-2 are connected to a com- 
munications network 1 . The server 2-1 (computer) is 
controlled by a protocol server (program), and underthe 
control of the server, a character and numeral data man- 
agement server (program) is driven. The servers 2-1 
and 2-2 cooperate with each other. 
[001 5] Storage devices 3-1 and 3-2 are connected to 
the servers 2-1 and 2-2 respectively. A large volume of 
review database is stored in the storage device 3-1 , and 
the graphic data of the cover of a book corresponding 
to the review database is stored in the storage device 
3-2. 

[0016] The books according to the present embodi- 
ment includes a mook (an object between a book and a 
magazine) . 'Carry 1 and 'list 1 have the same meanings in 
this specification. 

[0017] To the above mentioned communications net- 
work 1 , a terminal device to be used indoors such as a 
personal computer 4, etc. as a client, an electronic note- 
book 5, a portable telephone 6, amobile terminal device 
such as a very small computer, etc. not shown in the 
attached drawings, or a LAN terminal, etc. are connect- 
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ed using a telephone line through a telephone station 7, 
a radio line through a radio base station 8, a satellite 
communications line, a CATV, etc. through a satellite. 
[0018] FIG. 2 is a table showing the configuration of 
the data of one record of review database stored in the 
storage device 3-1 . As shown in FIG. 2, each record 9 
forming part of a review database has 47 or more items 
of data. First, the first 'No.' item contains numeral data 
assigned in the order of inputting data. In the second 
through eleventh items, the data relating to the media 
such as a newspaper, a magazine, etc. in which a review 
and an introductory remark are carried is stored. For ex- 
ample, the second field of book (paper)' item stores field 
class data of a medium, the third title of book (paper) ' 
item stores the name data of a medium. Each of the 
fourth through eleventh items stores the reading char- 
acters of the name of a medium, a publication date, an 
issue date, a publication year and month, the frequency 
of publication, a publisher, the page of remark or intro- 
ductory remark, the number or a magazine code, etc. 
specifying a magazine when an object is a magazine. 
[0019] The twelfth through thirtieth items store the da- 
ta relating to the books to be described in a review and 
an introductory remark. Forexample, the twelfth through 
sixteenth items field', 'field', field 2" ... store data clas- 
sified into respective fields. There are five items for 
fields because one book does not always belong to only 
one field, but can be classified into various fields. 
[0020] The seventeenth through twenty third items 
store data such as the title of a book, reading characters, 
the name of an editor or an author, a publisher, a publi- 
cation date (year, month, and day) , an issuer, etc. The 
twenty fourth through twenty eighth items store data 
such as an issuer, an agent to contact, the title of a book 
i or magazine in^which. a . series .are -carried^a: market, 
price, the price of a body, tax, etc. 
[0021] Items after the twenty-ninth item store an 'IS- 
BN' item storing an ISBN code corresponding to a book 
ID code specifying a book, a type' item storing data in- 
dicating the classification of books such as a hard cover, 
a pocket book, a new book, a CD-ROM type, a net book 
read using an electronic notebook, etc., a 'reviewer and 
selector' item storing name data of a reviewer or a se- 
lector, a 'review and introductory remark' item storing 
data such as a text file, etc. of the contents of a review 
and an introductory remark, a ' summary of contents' 
item storing the summary of the contents of a book pub- 
lished free of charge by a publisher, an item storing data 
indicating whether or not a book cover image data exists 
and indicating a linked-to item. 
[0022] Each of the above mentioned items contains a 
data area for each item name, and the data area stores 
data indicating the attribute of data as to whether or not 
data comprises character strings, numerics, basic data 
input manually, data generated in an arithmetic opera- 
tion, etc. 

[0023] Furthermore, the storage device 3-2 stores a 
database comprising an image file whose extension is 



represented by, for example, gif, jpg, mag, pcx, bmp, 
etc. An image check item, etc. for recognition of the ex- 
istence/non-existence of an image database is also con- 
tained in the record 9. 

s [0024] FIG. 3 is aflowchart of theoperation procedure 
of generating data of the above mentioned record 9. As 
shown in FIG. 3, in step 1 , a newspaper, a magazine, a 
URL of a home page of Internet are collected. In this 
operation, the largest possible number of variations of 

10 newspapers, magazines, and URLs are collected. 
[0025] Then, in step 2, each page of the collected 
magazines and newspapers is checked for the review 
or the introductory remark of a book(hereinafter referred 
to simply as a book introduction) . This process can be 

'5 performed by, for example, detecting a page describing 
a book introduction, and applying a marking tag on the 
page, etc. 

[0026] Then, in step 3, a copy of a book introduction 
page marked in a magazine and a newspaper is made. 

20 in step 4, the copy of the book introduction page is trans- 
mitted to a local operator. The operator is a destination 
of the copy, and is not limited to a local operator. That 
is, the operator can live anywhere as far as he or she 
can perform the following process regardless of sex or 

25 age. 

[0027] In step 5, the operator inputs predetermined 
basic data to a data file in a personal computer or a word 
processor in a predetermined format based on the re- 
ceived copy of the book introduction. In the inputting op- 

30 eration, the data of the first through tenth items, the six- 
teenth through thirtieth items, the thirty-second through 
thirty-fourth items, etc. of the record 9 shown in FIG. 2 
are input. The attribute data storage area (not shown in 
FIG. 2) of the record 9 shown in FIG. 2 has a data input 

,35,, .area indicating that the data of, a corresponding itenvis.w. i-Aw, 
to be input by the operator. 

[0028] Then, in step 6, the basic data input by the op- 
erator is transmitted to a predetermined checker. The 
data can be transmitted by facsimile, communications 

*o through a personal computer, electronic mail, etc. The 
checker can live anywhere so far as he or she can per- 
form the following processes regardless of sex or age. 
[0029] In step 7, upon receipt of the transmitted data, 
the checker first checks whether or not the basic data 

45 has been incorrectly input by referring to the home pag- 
es of the publisher and the library. 
[0030] Furthermore, in step 8, the checker checks the 
data whether or not it is correct for each book title, au- 
thor, ISBN code, etc. Another attribute data storage area 

50 (not shown in FIG. 2) of the record 9 shown in FIG. 2 
has a data input area indicating that the data of a cor- 
responding item is to be checked by the checker. 
[0031] In step 9, the checked basic data is transmitted 
to the head office in which the server 2 is operated. The 

55 data can be transmitted by mail, a home delivery sys- 
tem, or an electronic transmission whichever can trans- 
mit data the fastest. 

[0032] In step 1 0, upon receipt of the basic data from 
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the checker, a predetermined person in the head office 
first inputs data about an item not input yet. The item not 
yet input is, for example, text data of a book introduction, 
the book cover image data stored in the storage device 
3-2. These data is obtained from a home page of a pub- 
lisher or in other methods based on the permission from 
a reviewer who writes a review or an editor of a medium 
on which a review is earned. 

[0033] Furthermore, although not shown in the flow- 
chart in FIG. 3, the person in charge in the head office 
checks the items input by the operator whether or not 
there are errors in the items not checked by the checker. 
Another attribute data storage area (not shown in FIG. 
2) of the record 9 shown in FIG. 2 has a data input area 
indicating that the data of a corresponding item is to be 
checked by the person in charge in the head office. 
[0034] In step 11 , the checked record 9 is added to 
the review database in the storage device 3-1 and the 
image database in the storage device 3-2. Thus, new 
review data can be carried by the home page of the serv- 
er 2-1 . In this example, the top page (original home 
page) of the site of the server 2-1 and each page linked 
to the top page are referred to as a home page. 
[0035] Described below are the operations of the re- 
view database displayed on the screen of the display 
device of a client of the personal computer 4, the elec- 
tronic notebook 5, the portable telephone 6, etc. when 
the client accesses the server 2 through the communi- 
cations network 1 . The operation is performed by the 
browsers of the server (each server program) of the 
server 2 (2-1 and 2-2, that is, computers). For example, 
if the communications network 1 is Internet, the server 
can be a WWW server (Web server), and the browser 
can be a WWW browser (Web browser) such as a net- 
scape communicator r .an.lnternet.exploreri7.etC;™ 
[0036] FIG. 4 shows a flow of the outline of a change 
of the top page of the server 2-1 when the client access- 
es the server 2-1 by activating the browser. As shown 
in FIG. 2, a plurality of child pages are linked to the par- 
ent page which is a top page 10. The child pages can 
be a reputation 11 of a book, a reputation 12 of a CD, 
etc. Other child pages can be a reputation of a video, a 
reputation of a play, a reputation of a film, etc. 
[0037] The title of 'reputation of a book' , 'reputation of 
a CD', etc. are changed as necessary. 
[0038] For easy explanation, it is assumed that an op- 
eration button (which can be an appropriate icon) dis- 
played on the screen (not shown in FIG. 4) of the top 
page 10 is clicked to select the reputation 11 of a book 
of a child page. The page of the reputation 11 of a book 
has a number of grandchild pages 11-1, 11-2, 11-3 ... 
linked to it. 

[0039] FIG. 5 shows an example of displaying a page 
of the reputation 11 of a book. As shown in FIG. 5, an 
appropriate layout (in the example shown in FIG. 5, two 
male and female persons are reading respective books) 
11a outstanding as a top page of child pages is dis- 
played on the right of the screen. An illustration 1 1 b in- 



dicating a large characters of the title 'reputation 1 1 of a 
book" of the page is displayed below the layout 11a (the 
display on the display screen of a client is hereinafter 
simply referred to as a display) . From top to bottom on 

5 the left of the screen, operation buttons 11c, lid through 
11 k for selection of grandchild pages are displayed. 
[0040] In the example shown in FIG. 5, the three op- 
eration buttons for selection 1 1 c, lid, and 1 1 e for the in- 
formation by retrieving the review database of the server 

10 2-1 are arranged in the order of 'newspaper-magazine 
title retrieval', "book field retrieval', and 'keyword retriev- 
al" vertically from thetop. Below them, operation buttons 
for selection 1 1f through 1 1 k are arranged vertically as 
other services. 

is [0041] Among them, the operation buttons for selec- 
tion 1 1f through 11j correspond to, for example, an in- 
troduction to a new book, the practical contents of a 
book (for example, the first three pages, etc.), the issue 
fate of a magazine, a display of an opinion about a book, 

20 an input page for a questionnaire. The last operation 
button for selection 1 1 k shows the 'level of the reputation 
of a book" in the example shown in FIG. 5. The contents 
corresponding to the operation buttons for selection 1 1 c 
through 11k can be changed as necessary. 

25 [0042] First, in the reverse order of the above men- 
tioned display order, the method of retrieving the key- 
word used when the operation button for selection 1 1 e 
is pressed is described below. 
[0043] FIG. 6 is a flowchart of the flow of the subse- 

30 quent screen operation and the displaying process cor- 
responding to the screen operation when the operation 
button for selection lie for retrieving a keyword of the 
page of the reputation of a book is pressed by the client. 
[0044] FIGS. 7A, 7B, 8, 9, and 1 0 show examples of 

;35„«the-display. ->..!-•- 



[0045] In the above mentioned retrieval of the key- 
word, a keyword input for retrieving a book title in step 

51 , a keyword input for retrieving an author name in step 

52, and a keyword of retrieving a publisher name in step 
40 S3 are prepared as shown in FIG. 6. In and after step 

S4, for example, the name of a reviewer is processed. 
[0046] In this display, for example, a screen shown in 
FIG. 7A is displayed. That is, on the display screen, as 
shown in FIG. 7A, a book title input window 15, an author 

45 name input window 1 6, and a publisher name input win- 
dow 17 are displayed. Although not shown in FIG. 7A, 
an input window corresponding to step S4 and the sub- 
sequent steps is displayed below the publisher name 
input window 17. In addition, although not shown in FIG. 

50 7A, a button for retrieval (for example, a 'nexf button), 
a button for correction (for example, a 'clear 1 button), a 
button for return to the top page (for example, a 'return' 
button), etc. are displayed. 

[0047] The title of a desired book is input to the book 
55 title input window 1 5. For example, when a client wants 
to read a book about tomorrow, tomorrow' is input. 
When a client has a favorite author, he or she inputs the 
name of the favorite author. Similarly, when a client has 
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a favorite publisher, he or she inputs the name of the 
favorite publisher to the publisher name input window 
17. Only one, two, or three keywords can be input. An 
input keyword is adopted as an AND key. 
[0048] To indicate that a keyword has been input, that 
is, to start a retrieving process, the 'next' button is 
pressed. Then a book list displaying process shown in 
the displaying process H1 in FIG. 6 is performed. In the 
displaying process, the records 9 (refer to FIG. 2) of all 
books containing the above mentioned keyword tomor- 
row' in the title of the book and the sub-title of the book 
are retrieved and extracted from the book database. 
Then, based on the extracted record 9, a book list 1 8 as 
shown in FIG. 7B is displayed. The book list 1 8 contains 
the columns of the title of a book, an author (editor), a 
publisher, the field of a book, the number of series 
(number of issues), a type, a mark, and a display button. 
[0049] The keyword input to the book title input win- 
dow 15 shown in FIG. 7A, for example, tomorrow' ac- 
cording to the present embodiment is input to the above 
mentioned column of the title of a book as shown in FIG. 
7B. Based on the keyword tomorrow 1 , for example, the 
titles 'Uncertain Tomorrow", 'History of Tomorrow", "Yes- 
terday, Today, and Tomorrow", 'Developing Tomorrow", 
'Incredible Tomorrow 1 , 'Shooting Tomorrow", etc. are dis- 
played. 

[0050] I n addition , the names of the authors or the ed- 
itors (hereinafter referred to simply as authors) of books 
displayed in the columns of the titles of books are dis- 
played in the columns of authors (editors). If the name 
of an author is input to the author name input window 
16 in FIG. 7A, then the names of the same author are 
displayed in the columns of the authors (editors) shown 
in FIG. 7B. If the name of an author is not input to the 
• author name- input«.windowa16 -in.->FIGt-.-7A r .then»the«> 
names of the author of the books in the columns of the 
book titles are displayed as "ooxx", "xxAA", etc. 
[0051] Furthermore, the name of a publisher such as 
'AA Company", 'BB Bookstore", 'CC Bookseller's', 'DD 
Company", "EE Publishing Company", etc. is displayed 
in the column a publisher. The fields of books shown 
later in FIG. 12 are displayed in the book field column. 
In the issue number column, the number of times the 
reviews of the book in the book title column are carried 
on the media such as a magazine, a newspaper, televi- 
sion, a home page or an information board of Internet 
or BS, etc. (hereinafter referred to simply and represent- 
atively as a magazine) is displayed as, for example, '1', 
'8', T, '9',... 

[0052] In the type column, the type of a book such as 
a hard cover, a pocket book, a new book, a CD-ROM 
type, a net book read through an electronic notebook, 
etc. is displayed. In the mark column, a number or a 
symbol is displayed. The displayed number or symbol 
indicate a service prepared for the user. 
[0053] If a client is interested that the review of "Un- 
certain Tomorrow' by written by 'ooxx' published by 'AA 
Co.' are carries 11 times on any magazine, etc. and 



presses the rightmost display button of the row of 'Un- 
certain Tomorrow*, then the process of displaying 'news- 
paper-magazine list 1 of the displaying process H2 
shown in FIG. 6 is performed. The 'newspaper-maga- 

s zine list' displaying process displays the newspaper- 
magazine list 19 shown in FIG. B showing in detail the 
media such as magazines, etc. carrying reviews. 
[0054] The display of the newspaper-magazine list 1 9 
shown in FIG. 8 comprises the columns of 'medium' and 

10 • issue date' of a review, 'reviewer", and 'review". The 
name of a medium carrying the review of 'Uncertain To- 
morrow 1 in the above mentioned example is displayed 
as the FF Newspaper, the GG magazine, etc. in the me- 
dia column. 

15 [0055] The issue date of a magazine and a newspa- 
per such as January 6, 2000, January, 2000, etc. is dis- 
played in the issue date column. The broadcast date or 
issue date on television, a home page or an information 
board of Internet, or BS, etc. is also displayed in the is- 

20 sue date column. 

[0056] The name of a reviewer of a review such as 
ooxx, OO", etc. are displayed in the reviewer column. 
Whether or not a review or an introductory remark of a 
selected book 'Uncertain Tomorrow* exists in the data- 

25 base is displayed in the review column. 

[0057] For example, if a portion in the first row in the 
FF Newspaper is specified (for example, "FF Newspa- 
per", which is the name of a medium carrying the review, 
is pressed), the process of 'displaying book information 

30 and review-introductory remark' of the displaying proc- 
ess H3 shown in FIG. 6 is performed, and a detailed 
display 20 of a book and a review is displayed as shown 
in FIG. 9. 

[0058] In the detailed display 20 of a book and a re- 
r -35=... view, the title of a book is displayed by. large characters- » 
in an upper column 20-1 . In the second through ninth 
narrow intermediate columns 20-2, the name of an au- 
thor (editor), the name of a publishing company, the 
price of a book excluding tax, an ISBN code, the format 
*o of a book, the name of a series, a mark, the name of a 
reviewer, the name of a magazine of the review, the is- 
sue number of the review, and the issue page of a review 
are displayed. 

[0059] Then, the lower row is divided into a left column 
45 20-3 and a left column 20-3 and a right column 20-4. An 
image of the cover of the book is displayed in the left 
column 20-3. The summary of the contents of a book 
provided by a publishing company is displayed in the 
right column 20-4. Furthermore, below the display 
so screen , the contents of the review carried on the select- 
ed FF Newspaper are displayed based on the permis- 
sion of the reviewer or the medium (magazine or news- 
paper) of the review. 

[0060] On the screen shown in FIG. 9, a review list 
55 button is prepared although it is not shown in the at- 
tached drawings. When the review list button is pressed, 
the displaying process of the list of all carried reviews in 
the displaying process H4 shown in FIG. 6 is performed. 
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[00611 ln ^is displaying process of the displaying rus", etc. are displayed in the book title column of the 

process H4, as shown in FIG. 1 0, the attributes of a se- book list 1 8 shown in FIG. 7B. In this case, the 'field of 

lected book such as the title of the book, the author (ed- book' is not displayed. 

itor), the publishing company, the price, ISBN, a type, [0069] When the display button for the row corre- 
the name of a series, a mark, a cover image, etc. are s sponding to a desired title or a book is displayed, the 
displayed. Below them, all reviews shown in FIG. 8 are process of displaying a 'newspaper-magazine list* of the 
displayed such that they can be collectively scrolled. displaying process H13 shown in FIG. 11. The display- 
Similarly, in this case, the reviews are displayed by the ing process is the same as the displaying process H2 
permission of the reviewer of the review or the company shown in FIG. 6, and the same list as the newspaper- 
of the magazine or the newspaper carrying the review. io magazine list 1 9 which is shown in FIG. 8 and carries 
[0062] Thus, for example, from among reviews having the reviews of the books selected by the above men- 
a larger number of issues, an interesting book is select- tioned display button, and the data such as a medium, 
ed, and all reviews can be read, thereby easily deter- an issue date, a reviewer, etc. is listed, 
mining whether or not the book is to be purchased. [0070] The process of displaying the 'book informa- 
[0063] FIG. 11 is a flowchart of the screen operation '5 toon and review-introduction' in the subsequent display- 
and the flow of the displaying process corresponding to ing process H 1 4 is the same as the displaying process 
the screen operation performed afterthe operation but- of the displaying process shown in FIG. 6. Furthermore, 
ton for selection 11 d for retrieval of the field of a book the process of displaying the 'list of all reviews' in the 
on the page 'reputation of a book* is pressed by a client. displaying process H1 5 shown in FIG. 1 1 is the same 
[0064] Then, FIG. 12 shows an example of displaying 20 as the displaying process of the displaying process H4 
the field of a book used in the operation flow in retrieving shown in FIG. 6. Thus, by starting the process with the 
the field of the book. selection of the field of a book, the detailed display 20 
[0065] In retrieving the field of a book, the process of of a book and a review shown in FIG. 9 which is the final 
displaying a 'bookfieldlisf of the displaying process H11 display screen can be displayed as in the case of re- 
is performed as shown in FIG. 11. In this displaying proc- 25 trieving a keyword. 

ess, as shown in FIG. 12, a number of fields 21 of books [0071] FIG. 13 is a flowchart of the screen operation 
are displayed . In this example, the fields 21 can be eas- and the flow of the displaying process corresponding to 
ily selected by the client if similar contents, for example, the screen operation performed after the operation but- 
strict contents, academic contents, contents for kids, ton for selection 11c for retrieval of newspaper and mag- 
etc. are arranged in group units and are not in alphabet- 30 azine name on the page 'reputation of a book* is pressed 
ical. by a client. 

[0066] As shown in FIG. 12, the field 21 is divided into [0072] FIGS. 14A and 14B through FIGS. 16A and 

left and right columns. The left column starts with "med- 1 6B show examples of displaying data used in the op- 

ical science, medical treatment, disease' followed by eration flow of retrieving the name of a newspaper and 

-^^»».'essay,^ conversation'.;..' natural^sciencei.wgeography.'-^^-^a magazine.-^,. „,«_-,„>,. 

space', and 'encyclopedia, complete works', and then [0073] First, in retrieving the name of a newspaper 
continues below to further fields not shown in 12. The and a magazine, the 'newspaper-magazine-URL/HP 
right columns starts with 'animals, pets' followed by 'pic- field list" process of the displaying process M 1 and the 
ture books, children's books' through 'poetry, 31 -syllable 'alphabet character table' process of the displaying 
Japanese poem, haiku', 'marriage', and then contin- 40 process M2 are performed as shown in FIG. 13. In this 
ues below to further fields not shown in FIG. 12. process, for example, data is displayed as shown in 
[0067] When the first field 'medical science, medical FIGS. 1 4A and 1 4B. FIG. 1 4A shows an example of dis- 
treatment, disease" in the left column is selected and playingdatabyretrievingitfromtheURLfieldof a news- 
clicked, the "book list" displaying process of the display- paper, a magazine, and an HP. A number of fields in the 
ing process H12 shown in FIG. 11 is performed. The *s newspaper, the magazine, and the HP are displayed as 
'book list" displaying process is the same as the ' book ' general weekly magazine', 'common general 

list" displaying process of the displaying process H1 magazine" 'ladies' fashion magazine", 'natural 

shown in FIG. 6, and the book list 18 similar to the list science, social science", 'living, child care, education, 

shown in FIG. 7B is displayed. However, when data is cooking', ... 

displayed based on the selection of the field of a book, so [0074] In the displaying process, beside or below the 
the records 9 of all books classified as the field 'medical displayed data, for example, data shown in FIG. 1 4B is 
science, medical treatment, disease' are retrieved and displayed. FIG. 1 4B shows an example of displaying da- 
extracted from a book database, and the book list 1 8 is ta when a retrieving process is performed from the initial 
displayed based on the extracted record 9. character of the name of the newspaper, the magazine, 
[0068] Therefore, the books having the titles relating 55 and the URL of the home page, and the initial characters 
to the fields of the 'medical science, medical treatment, ABC, DEF, GHI, JKL, MNO, PQR, STU, VWX, YZ of re- 
disease" such as "psychiatrist of ...", 'medicine for AIDS', spective rows of the alphabet character table, 
"topics about atopy*, 'influenza and virus", 'danger of vi- [0075] When the client clicks the field of the leading 
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'general magazine' in the newspaper-magazine-URL/ 
HPfield list shown in FIG. 14A, the process of displaying 
the 'newspaper-magazine-URL/HP name list* of the dis- 
playing process M3 shown in FIG. 13 is performed. In 
this displaying process, a new page is displayed. That 
is, a list of the names of the general weekly magazines 
including the 12 leading magazines (in the case of Ja- 
pan) is displayed. Similar process is performed not only 
when the first 'general weekly magazine' is clicked, but 
also when data in other fields is clicked. The names of 
the newspapers or the magazines classified into the 
field are listed. 

[0076] In addition, when data is to be retrieved from 
among the names of newspapers, magazines, or URLs 
of HPs, one of 'ABC, DEF, GHI, JKL, MNO, PQR, STU, 
VWX, Y2? is clicked. For example, when 'ABC' is clicked, 
the 'newspaper-magazine-URL/HP name listing' proc- 
ess of the displaying process M3 is performed. In this 
case, the names of newspapers, magazines, and URLs 
of HPs having the initial character 'A', 'B', or "C are all 
listed. 

[0077] In this case, when one of the names of the list- 
ed newspapers, magazines or URLs of HPs is clicked, 
the "review issue number listing' process of the display- 
ing process M4 shown in FIG. 3 is performed. In this 
process, as shown in FIG. 15A, a review issue number 
listing display 22 is displayed with the names of the 
clicked newspapers, magazines, or HPs and the issue 
dates listed. 

[0078] In the example shown in FIG. 1 5A, the clicked 
name 'Weekly xx" of a weekly magazine is displayed as 
a title in the review issue number listing display 22 below 
which the issue numbers carrying the review of a certain 
book are displayed from top to bottom, and from latest 
wwxissue-to oldest issue, for example r >as a list ot'Marchi26, . 

2000", "March 19, 2000' 'December 5, 1999'. Forthe 

URL of an HP, the title of an URL page is displayed be- 
low which the issue date of the review is displayed. 
[0079] When, for example, the first issue 'March 26, 
2000' displayed in an example of displaying the review 
issue number listing display 22 of FIG. 15A is selected, 
the selected data is displayed as a dot in a round button. 
When it is clicked, the process of displaying the 'list of 
magazines carrying reviews' of the displaying process 
M5 shown in FIG. 13 is performed. In this displaying 
process, as shown in FIG. 15B, a book list 23 displaying 
a list of books carrying the reviews in the January issue 
of the magazines is displayed. 
[0080] In this example, the records 9 of all books for 
which all reviews are carried in the selected issues (in 
this example, March 26, 2000) of the URL (in this exam- 
ple, Weekly xx) of the selected newspapers, magazines, 
and HPs are retrieved from a review database and ex- 
tracted, and the book list 23 is displayed based on the 
extracted records 9. 

[0081] In the example shown in FIG. 15B, "Weekly xx' 
is displayed as the medium name selected on the top of 
the table. Then, "March 26, 2000' is displayed as a se- 
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lected issue. Below the issue date, display columns of 
the title of the book, an author (editor), a publishing com- 
pany, the field of a book, a type, and a mark are dis- 
played. The column of the title of a book displays the 
s titles of the books for which reviews are carried in the 
issue of March 26, 2000 of the above mentioned Weekly 
xx. In the example shown in FIG. 15, ' ( ( of this year" is 
displayed in the book title column in the first row, "written 
by ((((' is displayed in the author (editor) column, 'BB 
10 Company* is displayed as the name of a publishing com- 
pany in the publishing company column, and 'poem, a 
31 -syllable Japanese poem, haiku' is displayed in the 
book field column. 

[0082] Although nothing is displayed in the mark col- 
's umn, information is displayed when a present is pre- 
pared or a when a book can be read at the bookstore. 
[0083] If the title of a desired book is clicked, the proc- 
ess of 'displaying book information and review and in- 
troduction' of the displaying process M6 shown in FIG. 
20 1 3 is performed. The process of the displaying process 
M6 is similar to the displaying process H3 shown in FIG. 
6 and the process of 'displaying book information and 
review and introduction' of the displaying process H14 
shown in FIG. 1 1 , and a book and summary detailed dis- 
25 play 24 shown in FIG. 1 6A which is similar to the book 
and review detailed display 20 shown in FIG. 9 is dis- 
played. 

[0084] As in the case of the book and review detailed 
display 20, the book and summary detailed display 24 
30 shows large characters of ' ( { of this year" in the upper 
column 24-1 . In the intermediate column 24-1 formed 
by the next row through the ninth row, the name of an 
author (editor), the name of a publishing company, the 
price of a book excluding tax, an ISBN number, the for- 
«35 w mat.or the series.nameuof a book,.a markj the name>of= ■= 
a reviewer, the name of the magazine (newspaper) of 
the review, the issue number of the review, and the issue 
page of the review are displayed. 
[0085] In addition, the lower column is divided into the 
40 left column 24-3 and the right column 24-4, the image 
of the cover of the book is displayed in the left column 
24-3, and the summary of the contents of the book pro- 
vided from a publishing company is displayed in the right 
column 24-4. Up to this step, the process is the same 
45 as in the book and review detailed display 20. 

[0086] In the book and summary detailed display 24, 
the contents of the review of each medium is not dis- 
played below the display screen, but only the review car- 
ried by the issue of March 26, 2000 of the extracted 
so Weekly xx is displayed. Then , the 'review list* button sim- 
ilar to the button of the book and review detailed display 
20 and a 'same book retrieval button' 25 which is another 
button specific to the page is displayed. 
[0087] When the 'review list* button is pressed, as in 
55 the case shown in FIG. 6 or FIG. 1 1 , the displaying proc- 
ess capable of scrolling the 'list of all carried reviews' in 
the displaying process M9 shown in FIG. 13 is per- 
formed. 
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[0088] On the other hand, when the "same book re- 
trieval button' 25 is pressed, the server searches a re- 
view database as to whether or not a review of the same 
book has been carried by any medium other than the 
issue number or the selected issue or the selected 
Weekly xx. If it is determined based on the retrieval that 
no more reviews are carried by the same book, the 'no 
other displays' of the displaying process M8 is per- 
formed. It there are other reviews, the 'same book listing 
display* process of the displaying process M7 is per- 
formed. In this process, a same book list 26 shown in 
FIG. 1 6B is displayed. 

[0089] In displaying the same book list 26, the select- 
ed title of a book '(( of this year* is displayed in the upper 
column below which a list relating to the same book 
comprising the columns of a magazine, an issue, a re- 
viewer, and a review is displayed. When the client clicks 
a desired name of a magazine, the process of the dis- 
playing process M6 shown in FIG. 13 is performed, and 
control is returned to the display as shown in FIG. 1 6A. 
However, in this case, the 'review list* button is pressed, 
and a review by a desired reviewer or a publishing com- 
pany can be detected from the list for appreciation. 
[0090] In the review database according to the 
present invention, a client who cannot easily click but- 
tons sequentially from the above mentioned operation 
buttons for selection 1 1 c, 1 1 d, and 1 1 e shown in FIG. 5 
can be provided with an opportunity to find a desired 
book or a valuable book. 

[0091 ] A book can also be selected based on the pre- 
sumption that a larger number of issues of reviews indi- 
cates a good reputation of the book. In this case, on the 
initial display screen shown in FIG. 5, the operation but- 
ton for selection 1 1 k for 'book reputation level' at the low- 
..=««*T<.!i:<,<>>ert,left end is pressed.- «>.-«f«^s.a-««-,iw «•»«• m«nmmmm «* 
[0092] Thus, although not shown in the attached 
drawings, first, an operation button for selection * for 
each book' , for each author 1 , for each publishing com- 
pany, for each field of book', etc. is displayed. For ex- 
ample, when the for each publishing company 1 button 
is pressed, the display as shown in FIG. 17A is displayed 
on the screen. In an example shown in FIG. 15A, the 

names of publishing companies AA, BB, CC ZZ are 

listed in the left column. In the right column, in the books 
published by these publishing companies, a total 
number of issues of a review is displayed for each pub- 
lishing company within a predetermined period in the 
descending order. However, there can be a case in 
which only the order is displayed with the number of is- 
sues not displayed. 

[0093] In the example shown in FIG. 1 5A, the number 
of times the review is carried in a book published by the 
top AA publisher is 14765 times. The number of times 
the review is carried in a book published by the next BB 
publisher is 1 1 54 times. Thus, it can be determined that 
the book published by the AA publisher the best repu- 
tation, thereby selecting the book published by the AA 
publisher, and comparatively easily finding a desired 



book. 

[0094] The display shown in FIG. 17A is an example 
of a display when the 'publishing company" is selected. 
When for each book' is selected, the titles of a book con- 
s taining a review is listed in the left column. When for 
each author 1 is selected, the names of authors are listed. 
When for each field of book" is selected, the fields of 
books are listed. 

[0095] In the display shown in FIG. 17A, when the 
io names of publishing companies are displayed in the left 
column in FIG. 1 7A, and the name of a desired publish- 
ing company is clicked, the process of the displaying 
process H1 performed when control is passed from step 
S1 shown in FIG. 6 can be performed. 
is [0096] Furthermore, when the names of authors are 
displayed in the left column in FIG. 17A, and the name 
of a desired author is clicked, the process of the display- 
ing process H1 performed when control is passed from 
step 32 shown in FIG. 6 can be performed. Similarly, 
20 when the fields of books are displayed in the left column 
in FIG. 17A, and the field of a desired book is clicked, 
the process of the displaying process H 1 2 shown in FIG . 
11 can be performed. 

[0097] In addition, a desired book can be selected not 
25 based on the number of issues of a review, but based 
on the number of times other clients have selected. That 
is, a book can be selected based on the presumption 
that a larger number of hits of a book indicates a good 
reputation of the book. In this case, when the 'book rep- 
30 utation level' button is pressed at the lower left end 
shown in FIG. 5, two buttons 'review 1 and 'number of 
hits' are displayed first. When the 'review* is selected, 
the above mentioned operation buttons for selection 
such as the above mentioned for each book', for each 
35^author\ f or each publishingicompan/^'foreach field of -i:* - 
book*, etc., and the display shown in FIG. 17A are dis- 
played. 

[0098] When 'n umber of hits' is selected, for example, 
the operation buttons for selection such as for each field 
to of magazine', for each magazine', for each field of 
book", for each book", for each author*, for each pub- 
lishing company*, etc. are displayed. Based on the se- 
lected classification, the display shown in FIG. 17B is 
performed. 

45 [0099] FIG. 17B shows an example of the display 
when an operation button for selection for each book is 
pressed. In the left column, the titles of books such as 
*A story of ** Men", Women of oo', etc. are listed in the 
descending order from the book having the largest 

so number of hits. In the right column, the number of hits, 

for example, 21, 18 are sequentially listed. In this 

case, the number of hits may not be displayed with only 
the order displayed. 

[0100] In any case, a user can easily determine and 
55 extract an appropriate book as a desired reading book 
or determine ft as a valuable reading book by checking 
the number of hits, the rank, and the title of the book 
shown in the display. 
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[01 01 ] In this case, the process of the displaying proc- 
ess H1 from the process in step S1 shown in FIG. 6 can 
be performed by clicking the title of a book in the left 
column. The same process can be performed when se- 
lection is made for each field of magazine, for each mag- 
azine, for each field of book, for each author or publish- 
ing company. 

[0102] The classification by the number of hits is also 
performed by accumulating the number of times of se- 
lection by the client determining from the classification 
and statistics of the books whose reviews have been 
carried. In any case, a review database is stored based 
on the reviews of books. 

[01 03] The present invention provides the opportunity 
of easily detecting a desired book based on the statistics 
of reviews. This method is also applicable to various in- 
formation provided by other media such as CD, TB, BS, 
etc. 

[01 04] I n the above mentioned embodiments, the title 
of a child page is 'reputation of a book*, 'reputation of a 
CD', etc. However, the present invention is not limited 
to this application. That is, the title of a home page can 
be appropriately changed. This holds true with menu, 
too. 



sion, etc. of a book to be output to the client (4, 5, 
6) through the network(1). 

4. The system according to claim 1 , 2, or 3, wherein 

said sever(2-1 ,2-2) further comprises in the 
database the data(9) of a field of the book, a field, 
an issue date, a publication date, a magazine code, 
a listing year, month, and page of the review or the 
introductory remark of the medium on which the re- 
view or the introductory remark of the book is listed 
to be output to the client(4,5,6) through the network 
(1). 

5. The system according to claim 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 
wherein 

said server (2-1 ,2-2) further comprises a sum- 
mary of contents of the book to be output to the cli- 
ent (4,5,6) through the network{1). 

6. The system according to claim 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 
wherein 

said server (2-1,2-2) further comprises a 
graphic database containing the graphic data(9) of 
the cover of the book to be output to the client(4,5,6) 
through the network(1). 
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Claims 

1. A review data retrieval system in which a server 
(2-1,2-2) having a review database and a client 30 
(4,5,6) retrieving and obtaining data of a desired re- 
view from the server(2-1 ,2-2) are connected to a 
network(1), wherein: 

-...,.. «. . •cni:.said'.server(2-.1<i2T2)^as> 9 data(9) including^ at.. 35,,. ...„. 

least a title of a book whose review or an intro- 
ductory remark is carried by a medium in the 
database and a name of the medium carrying 
the review or the introductory remark; and 
at a request of the client(4,5,6), at least the title 40 
of the book and a number of times the review 
or the introductory remark is earned by the me- 
dium are output to the client(4,5,6) through the 
network(1). 

45 

2. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) further comprises in the 
database the data(9) of reading characters of a title 
of a book, a name of an author or editor, a name of 
a publisher, a name of a reviewer or selector to be so 
output to the client(4,5,6) through the network(1). 

3. The system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) further comprises in the 
database the data(9) of a year and a month of a 55 
publication, a publisher, an issuer, a type, an ISBN 
code, a list price, and a price of a body of a first 
edition, a second impression, printing, revised ver- 



7. The system according to claim 4, wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) includes the database 
such that it can be retrieved from the client(4,5,6) 
using a keyword indicating a name of a medium 
containing a review or an introductory remark, a 
field of the medium, a a field of a book, or contents 
of the book. 

8. The system according to.claim.4| .wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) outputs results of count- 
ing the number of processes of specifying retrieval 
by the client (4, 5, 6) in the database for each me- 
dium on which a review or an introductory remark 
is listed, for each field of a medium, for each title of 
a book, for each field of a medium, for each title of 
a book, for each field of a book, for each author, for 
each publisher, or for each keyword to the client 
(4,5,6) through the network(1). 

9. The system according to claim 1,2,3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
or 8 wherein 

said database is sequentially deleted if a pre- 
determined period has passed. 

10. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) outputs data(9) of a 
number of times of listing on a medium a review or 
an introductory remark for each book, for each field 
of the book, for each publisher, or for each author 
in a descending order within a predetermined term 
of listing the review or the introductory remark for 
each book, for each field of the book, for each pub- 
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lisher, or for each author. 

12. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said medium is a magazine or a newspaper. 

13. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said client(4,5,6) is a personal computer, a 
LAN terminal, or a mobile type communications ap- 
pliance. 
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14. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) outputs a plurality of re- 
views listed on themedium of the book together with 
the title of the book such that they can be displayed 
as a list to the client(4,5,6) through the network(1 ). is 

15. The system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said server(2-1 ,2-2) classifies the books 
based on the reviews and displays the books as a 
list and outputs the data(9) to the client(4,5,6) 20 
through the network(1). 
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METHOD OF 
GENERATING DATA 



1 : COLLECTING INFORMATION ABOUT NEWSPAPER. MAGAZINE. AND HP 

2 : CHECKING BOOK INTRODUCTION PAGE 

3 : COPYING BOOK INTRODUCTION PAGE 

! 4 : TRANSMITTING COPY OF BOOK INTRODUCTION PAGE TO LOCAL OPERATOR 

5 : INPUTTING AND CHECKING BASIC DATA BY OPERATOR BASED ON COPY OF 

BOOK INTRODUCTION PAGE 

6 : TRANSMITTING BASIC DATA INPUT BY OPERATOR TO CHECKER 

7 : CHECKING BY CHECKER BASIC DATA BY REFERRING TO HP OF PUBLISHING 

COMPANY AND HP OF LIBRARY 

8 : CHECKING WHETHER OR NOT EACH ITEM OF BASIC DATA CONTAINS ERROR 

IN A SORTING ORDER OF VARIOUS TYPES FOR EACH BOOK NAME. EACH 
AUTHOR. EACH ISBN CODE. ETC. 
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^ -IN HEAD OFFICE • • - . .. 



11 : LOADING DATA TO HP 
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